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the lowest and most degraded of the outcastes,
does not dream of placing himself on an equality
with the carpenter; and the carpenter, although
he assumes the Brahman thread, has no thought of
equality between himself and the Brahman purohit
attached to the village temple,
We of the Western world may bestow our pity
on the outcaste shoemaker and sweeper, and
spend our scorn on the presumptuous Brahman
and goldsmith and carpenter. Neither the one
nor the other is in the least affected by the
stranger's pity or scorn; nor are they stirred to
any sense of injustice. The sweeper enjoys life
every whit as much as the Brahman. He laughs
and revels in the village amusements with as
much aest and appreciation as the goldsmith and
carpenter; and he is born, married, and buried
with as much ceremony and consideration from his
fellow-outcaste men as the noblest of the twice-
born*
Envy does not trouble him any more than it
troubles the man in the streets of Madras who
watches the Governor pass in state with his body-
guard of lancers. He lives the time-honoured life
of his forebears, bringing up sons and daughters to
his lowly and undignified calling. If by chance he